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A word from the G.M. 
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Dear Reader, 


Welcome to Knights Stadium. 
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Well here we are, and it almost feels like a sequel to "Back to 
the Future” for me personally 


It wasn't so many years ago that I had the privilege of being 
part of the Knights renaissance. In 1993 when as club secretary’ 
T helped arrange for the arrival of a relative unknown in Mirko Bazic to coach the Knights in the 
following season, little did we know the t the outcome would be, but if the saying "History 
repeats” Is anything to go on, then I thi 04 well may mirror 1994 
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2 Somers Street 


North Sunshine 3020 Page 4: Index 
Phone: (03) 9312 3584 


(03) 3912 3044 Since Mirko's return much has been written about his opinions of football in this country as it Is 


Facsimile: (03) 9312 3703 Page 5: Editorial today, and in the lead up to today's match there are those that feel that his comments are not 
President justified and may be cruel and unqualified in their execution The unfortunate fact is that if we were 
Ange Cimera Page 6: Mirko's Message to put our hands on our hearts and really ask the hard questions we would probably all agree with 
him 
ot isda Page 7: Steve Horvat's Danny Wright and the South players took great offense to his comments, with Danny even stating 
Report Card ¢ that the guys only been here five minutes and is making such comments already 
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Peter Krsticevic 


Well the truth of the matter Is that Mirko has proven himself here, has a pedigree of having worked 
in one of Europe's best football development structures as 2 key player, and Is highly respected by 
the press and many of his old peers here in Australia, and that's why the press were eager to hear 
his opinions as to what he has seen so far. Critic's should also remember that Mirko lives and 
breathes the game, and as in 1994, has sat and watched every game on video tape of each team 
that he has been able to get his hands on, that’s how dedicated he is as a tactician and coach 
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His comments however were more focused, as he explained to me, in a comparative nature rather § 
-than one of cruel intent. He remembers the South, Adelaide and Knights of the past and actually 
feels that these teams if In this league today would be the titans of the league, and that as a result 
of poor development, and exploded budgets by new comers the standard has actually reversed as 


a? consequence 
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This is not meant as a derogatory remark at the players, its just that the system has failed to 
develop them as individuals and his belief is that this tide must be reversed otherwise football in 
this country is doomed regardless of how many opportunities Australia has for direct qualification 
to the world cup. 
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In the end, 1 cannot blame him for feeling this way, Damien Mori Is a fine player, yet having 
returned after several years to find Mori at the top of the goal scoring table is a concern to him as 
he would have expected a crop of new players to be have been in the limelight by now in the 

domestic game. 


South and the Knights should be proud of each other, having weathered the storms of late and 
still being able to produce great players and football, however the reality is as simple as politics, 
"Without a strong opposition there is no democracy”, and so Mirko will endeavor to create that 
strong opposition again, and repair the mirror that once existed where each of our respective 
teams could look into it and see a strong counter image when we met on the field of play. 
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May the best team win. 
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Welcome to Knights Stadium 
I have no doubt that today's game will be 
only face an opponent of great skill but al 
their ability to secure a pl 


@ battle of monumental preparations as the team not 


so themselves in what could be termed 
what cou ermed a acid test 
lace in next seasons squad rage 


Even as I write this, I am uncertain of what the fin 


jal make up of today's sta 
to Injury and sickness concerns with Steve Horvat H aia diac 


and Lubo Lapsansky 


nevertheless, I am sure that the team will lift to the occ ‘asion not only because of the friendly 
sporting rivalry that exists between South and ourselves, but also due to the fact that today's 


match marks a mile stone for one of my all time favorite players and friends Andrew Marth 
who reaches his 250th club game 


Awin today would be a fitting accolade to a clubman who has given so much to the club 


Since arriving, we have increased the training regime to the point where the physical fitness of 
the players and tactical play on the field has improved to the point that I personally believe that 
geome next season we will be a ready fighting machine enriched with youth that have yet to show 
their full potential 


And as I have always argued unless the club adopts an internal system similar to that of 
European management then we will continue to fail on and off the park 


By June this year the plans are to develop the facility further to the point where we have 6 on 
site pitches, gymnasium facilities and other ancillary services that will allow even our part time 
Players the luxury of attaining their best possible form by the time season 2003/2004 kicks off 


These facilities will also allow us to create, what has always been my dream, a football school 
where I intend to develop not only individual players but the skill sets of coaches who will 
service our Internal junior club campaign, for this is where our future lays. 

Making the top six this year is almost Impossible especially after Parramatta's win against the 
Kings last night, so today's match and that against Perth in a few weeks time should be treated 
as our finals for this year 

The best of luck to each team today, and my special salute to Andrew on his 250th. | 


Mirko Bazic 
Director of Football Operations | 
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Hello and welcome to today's game against Auckland 


Where do I begin! Much has happened over the past fortnight 
and many changes have occured in the way the team Is run. 


Obviously due to the run of poor results Andrew Marth was the 
one who payed the penalty, it’s a tough Job being the coach and 
ultimately you live or die by the results of the team 


I have known and played with Andrew for many years and would 
like to congratulate him on the effort he put into the team. 


It may not have ended the way he would have liked but I know 
his character and I am sure he will bounce back from all of this. 
It Is good that he is man enough to keep playing and stick with the team even though he is longer 


coach. 


Another special mention is for Ivan Jolic who announced his retirement from playing in the NSL, 
he will be sorely missed by his teammates as he was a driving force behind the team 


He trained the way he played, from the heart, and every session or game was do or die, he was a 
great motivator and a tremendous teacher to the young players from the squad 


On behalf of the team I would like to thank Ivan on his unwavering dedication right up until his 
decision on Tuesday night to retire. Not only was it a pleasure to have played with him but it is 
great to count him as a friend and I wish him all the best for the future. 


On to last weeks game against Brisbane. Obviously with the upheavals that have occurred the 
players would be determined to put on a good show, and that is what they did, from the first 
minute the players stuck to their tasks and for once we put away our chances. 


Brisbane scored before half time and we went into the break leading 2:1. Leading by the single 
goal kept us focused and we defended solidly and then caught Brisbane on the break in the 
second half. It was a tribute to the boys who, after a difficult week put it all behind them and 
fought for each other to end up 5:1 winners. 
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Hopefully it was not @ flash in the pan and we can put on the same determined performance today 
in front of our own supporters, It will be difficult to emulate last weeks performance and I expect 
a much more physical encounter against Auckland today. | 


The two teams have had some memorable encounters over the past couple of seasons and I hope! 
the tradition continues today. 


Steven Horvat. 
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|Newcastle Ui ited | 
|Parramatta Power 
[Adelaide City Force 
|South Melbourne 
|Northern Spirit ~ 
[Wollongong Wolve: 
[Brisbane Strike 
|Melbourne Knights 
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Samba Ramba and bet Bamba 
with 
The Four Diego's Soccer Shous 


Offering a unique view of the world game 


= 


through Aussie eyes every Saturday 


J.MeKain 40" 
44.00Am to 12.00 High Noon 


A.Roche 4€ 
on your station 


~~ 


STEREO 974 Fit in Melbourne 
www.fourdiegos.com 


F.Tagawa 64 
Venue 
Ballymore Stadium 


S.Tumbridge 20' _| 


L.Pantelis 79" 


Attendance 
6510 


Venue 
Energy Aust Stadium 
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When planning your next airline trip 
whether it be interstate to watch 
the Knights, 
or overseas on holidays, 
contact 


Vlado Prsa 


General Manager 


69 Hodgkinson Street, 
Clifton Kill 3068 


Phone: 9482-6444 
Fax: 9482-6866 


E-mail: viado@internationaliravelservices.com au 


www. internationaltravelservices.¢ om.au 
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25 Years of Excellence 
Office — 


Proprietor : Daniel Keas 


Head Office 
64 Dawson Street 
Brunswick VIC 3056 


What a week, after getting absolutely trashed in Newcastle, we get to 
follow it up this week with the biggest derby of the 


year 


Many so called soccer experts believe that the Knights crusade for the 
top six is dead and buried, however 3 points today and we may just see 
® them start eating shredded copies of newspaper reports recently written 
about the team 


The Newcastle trip began in the wee hours of Friday morning, as the bus 
left the Batcave just after midnight, however by the time we hit Albury, 
twenty five of the Knights most hardcore supporters had no idea whether 
it was a mercy dash to fight bushfires or to watch the knights play soccer. 


Upon arrival at the Croatian club in Whikkam, (Home of that cities lawn 
bowls Mecca), a feast of Civape, and Kupus was all that stood between 
the Knights Army and Energy Australia stadium, even this was eventually 
conquered, and we all felt energized once again 


Our final stop was at the E 
many Newcastle supporters 
world were y 


2rgy Stadium sports bar, where we met with 
who although we had never met in the physical 
ll Known to us from their exploits on the world wide web and 
particular our mutual supporter forums 


After a number of ales, and mutual eyeing out from both sides of the bar, 
the two groups merged in a real show of soccer mate ship to discuss a 
number of topics which included an enlightening discussion regarding a 
female that looks very much like Peter Tsekenis 


The crusade which had by this stage dropped in pace to a crawl made its 
way to Newcastles version of quarry hill, here the boys joined in a 
monumental effort to cheer our lads on the field as they evened the score 
with our hosts and snatched a vital point away from the match. 


It was a turn of events, denying the 3rd placed Newcastle of 3 points at 
home, saying goodbye to Gustavo and welcoming back Mirko Bazic. 


Gus will always stay with us however, as we have snap dried one of his 
sweaty chin pads and playing strip and will defrost it once a year for 
supporters to take a whiff of. 


These hallowed items will take pride of place in the Batcave 


However todays match will honestly sought out the boys from the girls in 
the race for the top 6, as Bazic said, he is preparing something special for 
our old friends, and training this week has really shown that. 


For a comprehensive took at pics and reports about the Newcastle crusade, 
join the growing list of 600 members at www. knightsarmy.com. 
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. Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area 
is prohibited at all times, offenders will be prosecuted. 


_ All spectators are requested to vacate the ground 
within 15 minutes of the games conclusion. 


. Police will be requested to remove any unauthorised 
persons who remain after the stipulated time. 


. The setting alight, ignition or dicharge of any type of 
object, including fireworks, signal or smoke flares is 
strictly prohibited at all times. 
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102 Henty Street, reservior 3073 
Phone (03) 9469 4632 


www.melbourneknights.com.au 
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This veek Drago have chunce to spik with Undrew Mart, hear is speshal extrakt from interview. 


Q:S0 Undrew, how you feel playing 250th game? 


and althou 


A: "It's great to b 
which when | pla’ 
| think the result today is m 


ying my 


y first game all ago seemed a Ii 
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Q: "Vitch game you most remember?” 


e under the pump due to a 
as it seemed as if it could be 
ored and then totally 


A: Without a doubt the Ade! 
number of missing players, 


destroyed 
Q: “Vitch oponent vos hardest?” 


‘A: "No one in partricular, but Frank Farina stands out for some reason.” 


/ 


Q: "Tell Drago about goal you scoring /n Adelaide final In 1994/1995" 
‘A: * |was outside the box, about 35 meters out, and | remember the ball coming across and Vinko 


shouting out to leave it to him, it was a split second decision and | thought hell | will have a crack, 
didn't even see the goals or the keeper, just put everything behind it and the rest is history ‘s 


Q: "Wot future ambitions has Undrew Mart got?” 


A: "I'd like to play at least one more season in the NSL and for the Knights, after that | guess | will 
have to ascertain the situation and see where | go to from there.” 


Undrew, | hope todays mutch is a great von for you, and that you do decide to kip playing next 
season, thankyou. 


You see, Drago is Kisingjer of Balkns Yes? 
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SPORT 


Azzaro Nominee's Pty Ltd ) 


FOR ERMENEGLIDO ZENGA, 


VERSACE CLASSIC, 


BOLGHERI AND CANTARELLI 


423 Clarendon Street 


"|| South Melbourne 


Victoria 3205 


|| Phone:03 9696 2611 


Fax: 03 9696 2677 
E-mail aazaro@azzaro,com,au 


double X presents: NSL SOCCER LIVE ON RADIO 3XxX - 1611 AM 
Live Broadcasts Of Melbourne Knights 


Home Games Sunday N 


Fixtures Rounds 22-to 26 


hts at 6.00pm. 


www3xx.cjb.net 
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Melbourne Knights Juniors 
will shortly commence pre season. 


Under 9's,10's,11's, 12's, 13's, 14's 
Training and Registration starts 
Monday February 3rd 2003 


Under16's 
Training and Registration starts 
Monday February 3rd 2003and will train every 


Players in above age groups will be notified of the 
venue and starting times. 


Under 18's 
Training and Registration starts 
Tuesday January 21st 2003 at 
Knights Stadium 6pm. 
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New Mega Video Screen Coming Soon 
Very Old Trophies and Pics "Sarma Fest 2002" 
"Billiard Comp Knight" 
Available for "Y-Box FIFA 
private functions World Cup Soccer" 
Contact Knights Admin and , 
on "Cinema Knight" 


BH:9312-3584 (on the mega screen) 


"Jack The Knight Live's There!" 


and will train every Monday, Wednesday and Friday evening. 


Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evening. 
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Melbourne Knights| 
South Meiboume, 


Melbourne Knights; 
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Last 5 Rounds 
Venue Season 


Result 


Conquering the world ; 
with CROATIAN cuisine! VEG 


PODRAVHA 


VWw.mel 


www.podravka.com.au 


Get A Great A Final Word 


KNIGHTS 
Sleep! 


This Weeks From the Coach's Benches 


Special 


Melbourne Knights - Simon Samardzic 


QS Bed, Mattress, 


Fitted Sheet, 


2 Pillows 


Quilt Cover Set, 
pearl Sei NSL Club Games Wins Draws Loss's 
Knights i a ae 


Including 
FREE 
Delivery! 


ALL FOR Just 


$499 "The team Is starting to level out and the results of the past 3 weeks are encouraging considering 


the result of last week in particular" 
| Limited Stock! 


"Although I'm only filling in as the caretaker coach, Mirko Bazic's advice and guidance have been 
inspiring not only to the players, but to me personally also." 


BEDS 1€ollins Street, St Alb 
ON 0 ins reet, ans "Next season under his guidance as Director of Football, and with the appointment of a new senior 


coach, I am sure that the young boys will bloom and take the club back into a steady place in the 
ie ‘ F hone “ 9310 8266 “islet 
COLLIN 


"South's current position is well deserved, and today’s match will be no easy task, this game will 
come down to a physical man marking exhibition, were the fluency of each side will have to 
checked and opportunities on the break grasped and executed to the "T"." 


"May the best team win." 


audiophile 


Batcave 
Audio Visual Equipment Sponsor 


Simon Samardzic 
South Me!bourne - Dannv Wright 
* SES A US 
SOUTH b> EE. ic |__NSL Career Statistics | 


NSL Club Games Wins Draws Loss's 


519 Brunswick Street Nth Fitzroy 3068 


2002-2003| sthMeb] 20 [9 | 4 | 
Totals 20 9 


For the latest in audio visual equipment and advice Game Comment's 


Amber we Harman/Kardon “The Knights and South both 


fe play an open and attacki: 
Sida te ecuch sransiates into an entertaining game rial 
flowing Slings nock the ball around the field creating a open free 


Itis 
Policy allow few teams along with South that have a true youth 
TASCAM TEAC 9 young players to show their talents at NSL level” 


"The f, 
ast game at Bob Jane was highlighted by some poor send off's 


and rth, * 
PHONE : 9489 4864 really looking (on eee repeat Of that today as this Isa game Iam 
cm ! ‘ ; : ‘ entertaining” ard to and of which Iam expecting will be highly 4" 
Visit Audiophile Hi-Fi on line at www. audiophile.com.au ) 
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By PETER DESIRA 


Herald Sun 12th Febuary 2003 


SOUTH Melbourne Is an average team and a mere shadow of its recent great sides, according 
to newly arrived Melbourne Knights coach Mirko Bazic. 


Bazic, nursing a flu virus after arriving from Croatia last Thursday, forced himself out of bed 
to run the rule over South on Sunday 


South visits the Knights this weekend and Bazic came away confident his side could get a 
result after watching Adelaide City defeat South 2-1 


"I was a little bit disappointed with the game,” Bazic sald. "I now have a better picture. 


| "I suppose that when I was here seven or eight years ago, South Melbourne was playing 
| better soccer than now.” 


Bazic heaped praise on Adelaide, saying it had played the better tactical game and been 
better organised defensively 


Pressed on South, he sald: “I think South Melbourne Is an average team. They may make 


the six but it's no certainty. From the little 1 have seen, I think Olympic, Perth, Newcastle 
and Adelaide City are better, 


“Of course, it’s different when they play us. They are always a danger against us, " Bazic 
Said in reference to the intense rivairy between the clubs, 


The Knights have the worst defensive record In the NSL but Bazic saw nothing to fear from 
South's forward line. "They have good players, but nothing special,” he said. 


. - 5 Bazic has scheduled seven trainin i thi Kk, I i 
Hey Kids, for your chance to receive a signed ball, [set to recall strikers Anthony Panican aiel tect Bb ercuntereeeny on oe aes 
meet the team before the next match, 


< P; | Pelikan Is the Knights' 
and then walk out with them onto the pitch, \ matches eteusecte Sigh Ramee eee ambi ns Ss Se ese 
Just color in the player in club colors and send it back to the club. 


“He practiced on Satu: 


day and he | 1 y 
expecting him to be | Y Ne looked good. We will see if there Is a reaction, but I'm 


the first 11,” . 
Name?........00. Linda, cadet eae Send your entry to: _— a 
ic has found it hard 
Age:.....Phone NO!.......00+ sess | | Melbourne Knights Soccer CUD | tig reputation and ines een Peer st ar areeet phar xriving from Croats witha 
Address Lot 2 Somers Street Bee a 
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North Sunshine Vic, 3020 | tse eet sony South plays its last home game of the season tonight against Brisbane 
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in Security, Event Management 
and Ancillary Healthcare services 


Wilson Group Services offers customers flexible, intagrated 
solutions by providing access to a variety of services under 
‘one umbrella. 


‘As a division of Wilson Parking Australia, the group offers 
services such as non-critical patient transport, rotail 058 
prevention, event management, call centre services, traffic 
Management and, as its’ core business a wide range of 
specialist security services. 


Contact Wilson Group Services and discover a new dimension 
in coordinated facilities management 


ANN Wilson Group Services 


